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This m a p  rep resents the c o nc entra tio n o f selected  enviro nm enta l a sset d a ta  la yers 
o verla id  o n the la nd sc a p e. Its p urp o se is to  highlight a  given a rea ’s rela tive 
c o nserva tio n va lues a s a n a id  in p la nning. It o ffers a  genera lized  a nd  sub jective view 
a nd  sho uld  b e c o nsid ered  a s a  sta rting p o int fo r d isc ussio n. The la yers o n this m a p  
inc lud e buffer zo nes a ro und  wa ter fea tures, im p o rta nt na tura l c o m m unities, listed  p la nt 
a nd  a nim a l sp ec ies, a rea s o f und evelo p ed  la nd , a nd  c o nserved  p ro p erties. So m e o f 
these la yer a ttributes ha ve b een weighted  b a sed  o n qua lita tive fea tures, suc h a s ra rity 
o r size, a nd  a re no ted  b elo w. Co o c c urrenc e m o d eling is extrem ely flexib le, a llo wing fo r 
the a d d itio n, substitutio n, a nd  rela tive weighting o f d a ta  a nd  a ttributes tha t b est reflect 
the p a rtic ula rities a nd  p rio rities o f a  given a rea  o r c o m m unity. This m a p  d ra ws o n d a ta  
tha t is d ep icted  o n the sta nd a rd  Beginning with Ha b ita t m a p  set, but sho uld  still b e 
c o nsid ered  a s b o th sup p lem enta ry a nd  a s wo rk in d evelo p m ent.

Selected Resource Layers and Assigned Values

Sum of Attribute Values
    0
  1-2
    3
  4-5
  6-8
  9-12
Over 12

Geo gra p hic  Info rm a tio n System  (GIS) so ftwa re p ro vid es a  rea d y m ea ns to  help  id entify 
a rea s o f high reso urc e c o o c c urrenc e. The selected  d a ta  la yers o f interest a re a ssigned
a  rela tive weight, o r va lue, a nd  then o verla id  o n o ne a no ther. The va lues a re then 
sum m ed , c la ssified , a nd  sym b o lized , revea ling the c o nc entra tio n o f a ttributes in a  given 
la nd sc a p e. (So m e o f the la yers listed  m a y no t a p p ly to , o r b e p resent o n, the a rea  
rep resented  b y this m a p .) 
Rare and Exemplary Natural Communities
  S1 (Critic a lly Im p eriled ). V a lue o f 4
  S2 (Im p eriled ). V a lue o f 4
  S3 (Ra re). V a lue o f 3
  S4 a nd  S5 with A o r B via b ility (Exem p la ry). V a lue o f 3
Rare Plants
  S1 (End a ngered ). V a lue o f 3
  S1S2 - S2 (Threa tened ). V a lue o f 2
  S2S3 - S3 (Sp ec ia l Co nc ern). V a lue o f 1
Listed Animals
  End a ngered  Sp ec ies (with buffer). V a lue o f 3
  Threa tened  Sp ec ies (with buffer). V a lue o f 2
  Sp ec ies o f Sp ec ia l Co nc ern (with buffer). V a lue o f 1
Significant Wildlife Habitats
  Sho reb ird  Ha b ita t. V a lue o f 3
  Sea b ird  Nesting Isla nd s. V a lue o f 3
  Essentia l W ild life Ha b ita t. V a lue o f 3
  W a d ing Bird  a nd  W a terfo wl Ha b ita ts (inla nd  a nd  tid a l). V a lue o f 2
  Deer W intering Area s. V a lue o f 1
  Signific a nt V erna l Po o ls (with 500’ buffer). V a lue o f 1
  Atla ntic  Sa lm o n Ha b ita t. V a lue o f 2
  Herita ge Bro o kTro ut W a ters. V a lue o f 2
  Shellfish Bed s. V a lue o f 1
Riparian Zones and Water Resources
  Tid a l wa ters 250' buffer. V a lue o f 2
  Grea t Po nd s 250’ buffer.  V a lue o f 1
  Rivers 250’ buffer. V a lue o f 1
  Strea m s 75’ buffer. V a lue o f 1
  W etla nd s grea ter tha n 10 a cres p lus 250’ buffer. V a lue o f 1
  W etla nd s less tha n10 a cres p lus75’ buffer. V a lue o f 1
  Gro und wa ter Aquifers. V a lue o f 1
Undeveloped Habitat Blocks
  Area s o ver 1200 a c res. V a lue o f 3
  Area s o f 600  to  1200 a cres. V a lue o f 2
  Area s o f 200 to  600 a cres. V a lue o f 1

Focus Areas

Fo cus Area s o f Sta tewid e Ec o lo gic a l Signific a nc e ha ve b een d esigna ted  b a sed  o n a n 
unusua lly ric h c o nvergenc e o f ra re p la nt a nd  a nim a l o c c urrenc es, high va lue ha b ita t, 
a nd  rela tively inta c t na tura l la nd sc a p es (the c o m b ined  elem ents o f Beginning with 
Ha b ita t M a p s 1-3). Fo cus a rea  b o und a ries were d ra wn b y M NAP a nd  M DIFW  
b io lo gists, genera lly fo llo wing d ra ina ge d ivid es a nd /o r m a jo r fra gm enting fea tures suc h 
a s ro a d s. Fo c us Area s a re intend ed  to  d ra w a ttentio n to  these truly sp ec ia l p la c es in 
ho p es o f build ing a wa reness a nd  ga rnering sup p o rt fo r la nd  c o nserva tio n b y 
la nd o wners, m unic ip a lities, a nd  lo c a l la nd  trusts. Fo r d esc rip tio ns o f sp ec ific  Fo c us 
Area s, c o nsult the Beginning with Ha b ita t no teb o o k o r the fo llo wing web site: 
http ://www.m a ine.go v/d a c f/m na p /fo cusa rea /ind ex.htm

Focus Areas of Statewide Ecological Significance 
(note: not present in all regions)

Data and Information Sources
DATA SOURCES
  ROADS
     M a ine Offic e o f GIS, M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Tra nsp o rta tio n: Medotpub (2021)
  HYDROLOGY
     U .S. Geo lo gic a l Survey Na tio na l Hyd ro gra p hy Da ta set (NHD) M a ine (2012)
  DEV ELOPED
     M a ine Offic e o f GIS, M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Inla nd  Fisheries a nd  W ild life, a nd  m ultip le 
     o ther a genc ies: Imperv (2020)
  ESSENTIAL & SIGNIFICANT W ILDLIFE HABITATS
     M a ine Offic e o f GIS, M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Inla nd  Fisheries & W ild life;  DWA, ETSC, 
     Ehplvtrn, Ehrtern, IWWH, Sni, Shorebird, TWWH (2021)
  RARE NATU RAL COM M U NITIES & PLANTS
     M a ine Na tura l Area s Pro gra m : MNAP_eos (2021)
  ATLANTIC SALM ON HABITAT
     M a ine Offic e o f GIS, M a ine Atla ntic Sa lm o n Co m m issio n, U .S. Fish & W ild life Servic e: 
     Ashab3 (2020)
CONSERV ATION LANDS
    M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Agriculture, Co nserva tio n, a nd  Fo restry, La nd  U se Pla nning 
    Co m m issio n, M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Inla nd  Fisheries a nd  W ild life:
    Conserved Lands (2021)
DATA SOURCE CONTACTS
  M a ine Offic e o f GIS: http ://www.m a ine.go v/m egis/c a ta lo g/
  M a ine Na tura l Area s Pro gra m : http ://www.m a ine.go v/d a c f/m na p /ind ex.htm l
  M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Inla nd  Fisheries & W ild life: http ://www.m a ine.go v/ifw/
  U .S. Fish & W ild life Servic e, Gulf o f M a ine Pro gra m : http ://gulfo fm a ine.fws.go v
  M a ine Atla ntic  Sa lm o n Co m m issio n: http ://www.m a ine.go v/a sc /
  M a ine Dep a rtm ent o f Tra nsp o rta tio n: http ://www.m a ine.go v/m d o t/
DIGITAL DATA REQUEST
  To  request d igita l d a ta  fo r a  to wn o r o rga niza tio n, p lea se visit o ur web site.
    http ://www.b eginningwithha b ita t.o rg/the_m a p s/gis_d a ta _request.htm l
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